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PROTESTANT DISSENTERS; 


The Efſtabliſhnent of a FUND 


FOR 


Supporting or aſſiſting their Mix Is T ERS, when, 
either by Age or Infirmities, they are rendered 
unfit for the Duties of their Office. 


[7 4 The hoary head is a crown of glory, if it be found in the 
97 « ways of righteouſneſs,” SOLOMONs 


; & Inaſmuch as ye have done it unto one of the leaſt of theſe 


s my brethren ye have done it unto me. 
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ADVERTISEMENT. 


Th E writer of the few following 
pages has heard, ſeen and thought 
much of the ſtate of many of his aged 
brethren in the miniſtry : and of what 
they and their reſpective ſocieties ſuffer 
for want of ſome ſeaſonable and gene- 
rous aſſiſtance at that period. The 
concern he felt, both for Miniſters and 
People, induced him to tranſcribe ſome 
few hints of a Plan for their relief, 
which had occaſionally occurred to 
him, in order to obtain the ſentiments 
of wiſe and good men upon the ſub- 


$23. | 
ject. Having weighed deliberately 
what many fuch have ſuggeſted, and 
attended to the probable operation and 
influence of ſuch an undertaking on the 
diſſenting intereſt, and that of real re- 
ligion among us, he has thought it 
his duty to offer ſome general remarks 
vpon it to the whole body of Diſſen- 
ters. May he hope that the impor- 
tance of the object, and his ſincere in- 
tentions to ſerve it, will ſecure them 
a candid peruſal. He has not ventured 
to propoſe particulars of a Plan. Has 
been favoured with a ſight of that 
which was brought before the general 
body of Diſſenting Miniſters in and 
about London in the year 1771. He 
refers it to the wiſdom and beneyg- 


lence of that body whether that Plan 


FO 4 » 0 a l oY _ I - 
. rn 7 " Ex 8 25 * — - * ” 3 1] 
r ⅛ R 


vii) 

de reconſidered, to undergo ſuch alte- 
rations and additions as they, or a 
committee, may ſuggeſt; or whether a 
New Plan ſhould be formed free from 
the inconveniences with which it was 
thought that would be attended ; and 
on ſuch principles as may render it 
generally acceptable, and extenſively 
uſeful. 


N. B. The writer has no intention of advertiſing 
this little tract in the public papers. He has print- 
ed it werely that a ſhort account of the nature, rea- 
ſonableneſs and expediency of the general deũgn may 
be communicated to the Body of Diſſenters at large 
—Wwith that view he has ordered the greater part of 
the impreſſion to be left at Mr. Buckland's, Ne 57, 
Pater-noſter-Row, where thoſe who will take the 
trouble of diſperſing it in their ſeveral connections, 
both in town and country, may be ſupplied with 
any number gratis, 
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'T nov GH the faithful Miniſters of Re- 
ligion may be treated with eontempt by the 
ſceptical and prophane, wiſe and good men 
will eſteem them very highly in love, for 
their work's ſake; and confider thoſe who, 
through the viciſſitudes and labours of many 
years, have maintained an unblemiſhed and 
exemplary character, as ornaments and bleſſ- 
ings to the reſpective ſocieties with which 
they are connected, and to the common in- 
tereſt they are appointed to ſerve: ſuch will 


account themſelves happy in every opportu- 
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nity of contributing to- their comfort and uſe- 


fulneſs while continued in their work : and 
rejoice to lighten the burden of their labours 
and diſcouragements when grey hairs are 


upon them. 


It has, nevertheleſs, been obſerved and 
lamented, that many Proteſtant Diſſenting 
Miniſters have continued in their ſtations 
when the infirmities of age have rendered their 


retirement, on ſeveral accounts, highly de- 


firable. 


This, it is apprehended, they are in ſome 
inſtances obliged to do, becauſe they have no 
other means of ſubſiſtence than from the ſub- 


ſeriptions of their people, 


In ſome ſuch caſes, the numbers, finances, 
and religious intereſts of congregations are 
affected in a manner and to a degree equally 


diſcouraging both to them ang their Mi- 


niſters. 
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Nevertheleſs an affectionate and gratefuk 
people are very unwilling to withdraw their 
wonted aſſiſtance from Miniſters honoured and 
beloved for their worthy characters and paſt 
ſervices, when they know they muſt thereby 
be deprived of neceſſary ſupport both for 


themſelves and families. 


* 


Miniſters, on the other hand, who have 
ſpent the beſt of their days and ſtrength in the 
ſervice, and have been long comfortably pro- 
vided for, muſt feel very painfully, both for 
themſelves and all dependent upon them, 
when reduced to the diſtreſſing dilemma of 
either injuring their people, or becoming 
burdenſome to their neareſt relatives and beſt 


friends. 


When Miniſters are totally laid aſide, as 

ſome have been many years before their re- 

moval by death, there are few congregations 

that can raiſe an extra allowance for their 

ſupport beſides what they are obliged to do 
B 2 
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for thoſe who ſucceed them, and defray their 


other neceſſary expences. 


Hence ſuch Miniſters become chargeable to 
their children or others, who, eſpecially if 
they have growing families of their own, muſt 
ſubject themſelves to great inconvenience, 
even to ſecure them from the ignominy and 
hardſhips of extreme poverty, and much more 
to provide for them a decent and comfortable 


ſubſiſtence. 


But it ſeems diſhonourable to any, and eſ- 
pecially to ſo numerous and reſpectable a body 
as that of the Proteſtant Diſſenters in England, 
to ſuffer their Miniſters to be neglected in the 
decline of life, after having appeared long 
with credit and uſefulneſs in their public cha- 


racter. 


Plentiful proviſions are made for thoſe wha 
have ſerved their country in various other 


6 
departments, both civil and military, when 
they can ſerve it no longer. 


- 


All the three denominations of Proteſtant 
Diſſenters have funds for granting exhibitions 
to thoſe of their reſpective Miniſters whoſe 
falaries are inadequate to their ſupport, as 
long as they are capable of ſervice, 


A fund is eſtabliſhed by the whole body of 
Proteſtant Diſſenters for affording aſſiſtance to 
the widows of Miniſters deceaſed. 


Some Diſſenting Miniſters, in two or three 
different parts of the kingdom, have manifeſt» 
ed their ſenſe of the importance and utility of 
the general deſign here recommended, by 
attempting to make proviſion for aged Mi- 
niſters in their own more immediate connec» 
tions; ſome on the plan of giving occaſional 
benefactions at the diſcretion of the managers, 
and others on that of engaging for certain 

J 
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annuities proportioned to the ſums advanced 
by ſubſeribers.— But no general adequate 
proviſion has hitherto been made by the body 
of Diſſenters throughout the kingdom for 
thoſe of their Miniſters at large, whoſe age 
or infirmities render them unfit for the duties 
of their office. Vet it is not eaſy to conceive 
what ſome ſuch ſuffer, while they feel bodily 
_ Infirmities encreaſing, their need of better 
— and the fear of being ſoon deprived 
of the little they have - accompanied with the 
painful apprehenſions which they cannot but 
at times entertain for their dear dependents: 
and all meeting upon them at a period when 
the graſshopper is a burden. Theſe accu- 
mulated burdens and diſcouragements muſt 
often render them, both in the ſtate of their 
bodies and in the frame of their minds, very 
unfit for their great work. Hints of this 
kind have ſuggeſted the reaſonableneſs, the 
wiſdom, and the expediency. of making ſome 


proviſion for them, 


2.3 

Few if any deſigns, be their nature and 
tendency whatever they may, have eſcaped 
oppoſition. Perhaps no plan can be deviſed 
but may be liable to objections,— nor have 
there been many, if any, of the moſt bene- 
volent and uſeful foundations, but, in ſome 
inſtances, have been miſapplied and abuſed. 
But would any good man wiſh therefore that 
they had never been inſtituted ? Inconveni- 
ences, it is ſaid, have ariſen from a part of 
the original conſtitution of the Widow's 
Fund: perhaps fome improper objects have 
been admitted upon one or other of the funds 
for the aſſiſtance of Miniſters in our ſeveral 
denominations. But we juſtly approve and 
ſupport them as wiſe and beneficent inſtitu- 
tions. And whether we apply the remark to 
ſchemes eſtabliſhed or propoſed, we may truly 
ſay it is rather an unhappy talent to be quick- 
ſighted to objections and difficulties, and blind 
to the proper and effectual means of remov- 
ing them, 
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Te would be premature in the preſent early 
ſtage of this buſineſs, either to ſpeak deciſive- 
ly on the general deſign, or to lay before the 
public the particulars of any plan for the 
execution of it. . Thus much perhaps it may 
not be improper to ſuggeſt, that three general 
ſchemes have been mentioned by different 


Gentlemen, 


iſt, A benevolent plan throughout: on 
which every donation ſhould be mere matter 
of favour ; and be given to ſuch perſons, at 
Tuch times, and-in ſuch ſums, as the mana - 


gers, under proper regulations, ſhall direct. 


2d. Wholly an annuity ſcheme: to which 
every one who has the benefit of it ſhould 
ſubſcribe, and from which he ſhall receive 
zuſt ſo much as his ſubſcription, either ad- 
vanced in one ſum or yearly, ſhall entitle him 


to, and no more, according to rules laid 


gown for the calculation of annuities,-Such 
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plan was under confideration of che getid- 


ral body of Diſſenting Minifters in London 
about ſixteen years ago; and is «thought 0 


have miſcarried, partly, becauſe few Miniſters, 


who were moſt in need of its afliſtance, could 


ſpare the ſums they were required to ad- 
vance, in order to entitle them ta a com- 


petent annuity ; and partly, becauſe ' thoſe 
who could, might purchaſe annuities elſe⸗ 
where upon more advantageous terms. 


It is therefore propoſe by ſome now, as g 
34 Plan, to unite both—obliging every Mi- 


niſter, or his congregation for him, be- 
fore he receive an exhibitions to ſubſcribe 
annually, more or leſs, in aid of the cha- 


ritable fund but not to reſtrain the ex- 
hibition of ſuch ſo as that they ſhould re- 


etire nothing more than in exact proportion 


to their ſubſctiptions, but more or leſs ac- 


cording to the ſtate of the fund and their 


exigences. — Still leaving it open to ſuch as 
| C 
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620 
ean and would ſubſcribe ſums ſufficient to 


entitle them to a competent exhibition as 
annuitants. 


This, it has been thought, would make 
both mutually ſubſervient to each other. 
Charitable benefactions and ſubſcriptions 
would be an additional ſecurity to the an- 
nuitants, and ſums advanced for annuities 
might fall in by deaths of claimants ſo as to 
aſſiſt the charity,-Upon this plan it would 
perhaps be adviſeable to offer no better terms 
to annuitants at firſt, than their ſubſcriptions 
would entitle them to according to common 
calculations: but refering it to the ma- 
nagers to advance them hereafter or not, 
according to the ſtate of their fund ; as has 
been done by other annuity aſſociations. 


We might add, that ſome have recom- 
mended adopting both "theſe ſchemes, but 
without uniting them—which would in effect 


be making two funds, though under the ſame 


i 


er 
managers, viz. one for charitable objects, the 
other only for annuitants. 


In one or other of theſe ſchemes, or in 
ſome not yet thought of, it is hoped a ſuffi- 
cient number of good men of all our denomi - 
nations will unite, to afford ſeaſonable afliſt- 
ance to our aged Miniſters, -We ſay it is 
hoped—and may we not hope that they 
will? As the general deſign is of ſuch extent 
and importance, and would, if properly ad- 
juſted and executed, prove a blefling to ſuc- 
ceeding generations, it is by no means wiſhed 
it ſhould be precipitated, Every prudent 
precaution ſhould undoubtedly be uſed in its 
arrangement ; that the good ends propoſed 
may be moſt effectually and permanently ſe» 
cured, and ſych inconveniences prevented ay 
would interrupt or leſſen its uſefulneſs, 


Yet it ſurely cannot be the part of 


wiſdom, to diſcard this or any ſcheme truly 
C 2 
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bene volegt and much needed, merely beraufe 
it could not be executed without attention, or 
even without ſome inconveniences. 


6 * 


by But the Piffenters, we are told, are too 
« much burdened already to attempt an un- 
61 dertaking of fuch magnitude.“ — And, 
« they are ſo heterogeneous a body, that no 
„one ſcheme can be deviſed in which they 
„will alt unite.** Though theſe are the 
6nly plaufible objektions we have met with, 


* 
* 


it is obvious to remark of both, that they 
are by no means peculiar to this, bur would 
apply equally to every benevolent defign 1 in 
which the concurrence of the body i is of im- 
portance to the general good. As to the for- 
mer, taken from the magnitude of the ob- 
jet, compared with prefeat demands on the 
liberality of the body, it takes a very different 
ground from that on which the defign has been 
attacked by thoſe who imagine that we 
* cannot have fo many Minifters in the cir- 


n 


6. 

6« cumſtances ſuppoſed, as to need ſuch 2 
% fund ta ſupport tem.“ But Gentlemen 
who think thus, may not, perhaps, be very 
accurately informed of their number. There 
is reaſon to apprehend it will be found ſuf. 
ficient to employ, and that very honourably 
and uſefully, the product of as much money 
as could be expected, at leaft for ſome time, 
from ſuch an undertaking. 


As to the burden of it upon the more gene. 
tous and uſeful Diſſenters, this appears to 
have been a confideration that induced the 
London Miniſters, when the matter was be- 
fore them ſome years ago, to prefer the an- 
nuity ſcheme ; but reſting the whole entirely 
upon that, unhappily for many, the de- 
fign miſcarried. And if it ſhould now be 
thought adviſeable to bring forward the bene- 
volent part of the plan, in any form what- 
foever, the writer of thefe pages is far 
from entertaining the moſt diſtant defire 
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of impoſing upon any a burden, which they 
are either unable or unwilling to bear. He 
is no ſtranger to the great and good things 
which numbers are doing for the ſupport of 
their common cauſe, as well as the relief of 
many individuals. But he thinks himſelf 
obliged to declare that, on barely mention- 
ing this deſign, without the leaſt ſolicitation, 
he has received very generous afſurances of 
ſupport from Gentlemen whoſe reſpectable 
characters and connections, he cannot but 
hope, would do it eſſential ſervice, From 
ſuch, however, as really believe they are do- 
ing, in this or that line of benevolence, al- 
ready as much as juſtice to their more imme- 
diate connections will allow, nothing more 
ſhould be expected. It is not wiſhed that 
this ſcheme ſhould be promoted either to the 
injury of families, or the diſcouragement of 
other inſtitutions of equal utility and impor- 
tance, Yet ſome perhaps may have queried, 
whether objections of this kind are moſt fre · 


(WT 
quently urged by thoſe to whom the public 
is moſt indebted for their benefactions, or by 
ſuch as fear being loſers themſelves by 
what this or that friend may be called upon 
to do for others. However that be, it is 
defirable this inſtitution may be eſtabliſhed 
on a plan that may ſecure. ſuch numbers of 
ſubſcribers as would leſſen the burden to in- 
dividuals ; and this would probably be the 
caſe, if very large ſubſcriptions, &c. are not 
required of perſons who wiſh to become mem- 
bers, and if no Miniſters are allowed either 
to recommend to the fund, or to receive from 
it, but ſuch as have contributed to it them- 
ſelves. Though ſhould it. be thought ne- 
ceſſary or prudent to rettench ſome ex- 
pences, either public or private, there 
are thoſe among us, we doubt not, who 
would chearfully ſubmit to that inconveni- 
ence, rather than refuſe to concur in a de- 
ſign ſo friendly to the diſſenting intereſt at 
large, as well as compaſſionate to many of its 


$0 
reſpectable and uſeful Members and Miniſtere. 
There are few of us but with fome little at- 
tention and forethought might, if neceſſary, 
fave out of ſundry articles of extra expences, 
as much annually as it could reaſonably be ex- 
pected we ſhould contribute to this fund: and 
we mult be ſingularly ignorant of the doctrine 
of Providence taught in the ſcriptures in ge- 
neral, as well as inattentive to many expreſs 
promiſes made by Jeſus to acts of beneficence 
done to his ſervants in particular, if we could 


ſuppoſe _ would loſe their reward. 


"As to the other difficulty, arifing, from the 
diverſity of our ſentiments, it is ſaid, char 
we can never all concur in any o one ſcheme 
for the benefit of the whole. If you propoſe 
A plan for uniting the whole body, of Pro- 
teſtant Diſſenters 1 in a deſign of this nature; 
one will ſay it is too narrow another, it is | 
too comprehenſive.—One, it takes 1 in objects 


it mould exclude ;—another, it excludes thoſe 


8 BY 
it ſhould admit. And it would certainly betray 
great ignorance of human nature, to expect the 
concurrence of every individual: but would 
it not be equally irrational to decline this or 
any benevolent undertaking, becauſe ſo uni- 
verſal a co-operation is not to be obtairied ? 
As to this now before us, ſhall we think of 
it again? Is it a deſign to introduce men into 
the office, and ſupport them in the work, of 
the chriſtian miniſtry ? No, it is merely to af- 
ford. relief to thoſe in dependent circumftances 
who can continue in it no longer. The 
only queſtion here therefore concerning each 
is ſimply this, Is he neceſſitous and deſerr- 
ing? Tf that is not the line, let us lock into 
our New Teftament, and ſee if, in a caſe of 
this nature, it preſcribes a better. Some may 
perhaps doubt, whether that authorizes us to 
confine it within thoſe limits. There may 
be (ſhall we call them ?) political reafons 
for keeping up the diſtinct denominations of 
Preſbyterian, Congregational and Antipœdo- 

D. 
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baptiſts Diſſenters, eſpecially in and about 
London, but there can be none to juſtify any 
or either of theſe denominations, in confining 
his compaſſion and benevolence to thoſe whom, 
in that ſenſe, he diſtinguiſhes as his brethren. 
As to the other names by which the peculiar 
tenets of this or that man are marked in each, 
whatever I might think of them in many 
other caſes—I cannot ſuffer them to influ- 
ence me here, He has his opinions and I 
have mine. He is diſtreſſed now—-I may be 
in trouble ſoon. I ſend to a neighbouring 
Miniſter of his ſentiments—tell him my diffi- 
culties, ſolicit his pity and aid: he ſends me 
word, no, I will do nothing for you—you 
are an —iſt, or an — ian; what ſhould 
I think? how ſhould I feel? perhaps my 
great Maſter's rule would occur to me then ; 
let me not forget it now, All things what- 
% ſoever ye would that men ſhould do unte 


vou, do ye even fo unto them.“ 
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1 have my religious ſentiments, and hold 
them ſacred, Shall I be allowed to ſay more? 
There are perſons among Diſſenters, as well 
as in the eſtabliſhed church, whoſe princi- 
ples appear to me very inconſiſtent with re- 


vealed truth, and ſubverſive of it. Such 
probably I ſhould not think of receiving to 
the intimacies of a diſtinguiſned and confiden- 
tial friendſhip. I ſhonld not perhaps expect 
to ſee them in my pulpit, or attend often 
upon their preaching in their own. But all 
now aſked of me, is to ſtretch out a friendly 
hand to uphold ſuch an one among many 
others, who are of ſentiments I cordially ap- 
prove, from ſinking into the depths of neceſſity 
and ſorrow, when he can preach no longer.— 
And while I can recollect the beautiful para- 
dle of the good Samaritan, and many fimilar 
inſtructions from Jeſus and his inſpired Apoſ- 
tles, God forbid I ſhould harden my heart, 
or ſhut my hand when called upon to admi- 
niſter what little relief I may be able to 
D 2 


. 
afford to objects that, upon all accounts, 1 
moſt heartily approve, leſt ſome of different 
ſentiments, but of equally unexceptionable 
characters, ſhould partake of my benefac- 
tions with them. 


But ſome tell us, that though an unifor- 
mity. of ſentiment, is not to be expected, 
and every thing of that ſort ſhould be kept | 
out of fight in a matter of charity, yet 
$ none ſhould receive exhibitions from ſuch 
« a fund as this, but Miniſters who have 


1% had a regular academical education.“ 


Do theſe Gentlemen mean only that ſuch 
an inſtitution as is here propoſed ſhould pay 
the firſt and moſt reſpectful attention to 
learned Miniſters in their decline? This is 
certainly reaſonable—ſuch have had moſt 
expended upon their education in younger 
life—they have afterwards neceſſarily incur- 


red peculiar expences their education hag 
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Fw) 
iutroduced them into more public and res 
ſpectable connections - and probably to fitus 
ations in which they have been more plen- 
tifully provided for while capable of ſervice; 
It may likewiſe be hoped that after enjoy- 
ing peculiar advantages, - ſuch (eæteris paris 
bus) have been better capable of explaining 
and defending divine truth in general, and 
the diſtinguiſhing principles of that body of 
Chriſtians in particular with which they are 
more immediately connected. Therefore, if 
ſuch talents have been uſefully employed in 
younger life, they have peculiar claims on 
the benevolence and compaſſion of their bre. 


thren under the infirmities of old age. 


But is the mere circumſtance of à man's 


having been at an academy both a ſufficient, 
and a fine qua non, qualification for ſuch 2 
charity at this? | | 


( 22 ) 

Allowing the importance of learning (in 
ſuch branches at leaſt as are more imme- 
diately in the line of their profeſſion) to per- 
fons employed in this facred office, we beg 
feave to ſubmit it to the confideration of the 
candid and liberal, whether a man's real ſtock 
of ſolid and uſeful knowledge is not of more 
importance than the place or manner in which 
he acquired it. This thought reminds me of 
a motto I remember to have ſeen upon the 
arms of a worthy friend of mine in the conn- 
try, Non unde, ſed Quis, which, how- 
ever applicable to many other caſes, 1s not 


quite foreigu'to this before us. 


We are told of ſuch a Minifter recommend- 
ed to this fund, he was in the academy at 
Northampton, or at Daventry, or at War- 
rington ;' or that he was at this or the other 
in the vicinity. of London, or in that at 
Briſtol, &c. And will that be ſufficient to 


entitle him to eſtcem and encouragement ? 


(Wy. 
Without intending the leaſt refleQion on ci- 
ther of thoſe ſeminaries may we aſk, what 
are we to infer from thence ? He was ſomany 
years a ſtudent at —, and therefore— - 
therefore what? therefore he is a man of 
learning? therefore he is a worthy charac- 
ter —— ? therefore he is an acceptable and 
uſeful preacher of the goſpel ——-? If you 
can ſay that, you may add—therefore now, 
in his decline, he deſerves the countenance 
and ſupport of his brethren. Or, if that is 
his real character, why not eaſe the burdens 
of his old age, though he has been at nei- 
ther. It is not a queſtion with a wiſe and 
good man from whom—at what place - or in 
what way he obtained his knowledge, but 
what is it—what in its kind and degree 
what in its tendency and effects? Has it ap- 
peared ſuch as to qualify him for his public 
work ?—But I feel aſhamed to ſuppoſe of any 
man, that after having maintained his cha- 


rafter to threeſcore years and ten, it ſhould 


( 24 ) 
tos any feem expedient to enter upon ſuch an 
enquiry. And, after all, how is ſatisfac- 
tion to be obtained? Is the good old man to 
de called up to be examined? He has not, 
perhaps, been five miles from home in ſo 
many years—he may be confined to his 
houſe, and probably to his chamber; you 
muſt then take your accounts of him from 
thoſe who have long known him—who have 
been often in his company—attended on his 
miniftrations, and are acquainted with his diſ- 
poſition and walk. If they, and Miniſters of 
good repute around him, concur in bearing 
witnefs of him that he has through life ap- 
proved himſelf an able and faithful Minitter 
of Jeſus Chriſt, who would think themſelves 
authorized in refuſing him the aſſiſtance of a 
benevolent inftitution of this nature, and re- 
ject him as neceffarily illiterate and ignorant, 
becauſe it does not appear that he was at this 
or that academy in younger life? eſpecially 
B there be reaſon to believe that, feeling the 


1 
want of advantages from tutors, &c. by 
cloſe thought and ftudy, diligent reading, 
and an attention to examples and inſtructions 
in a more private way, he has ſucceſsfully 
cultivated the gift of God that was in him, 
and appeared, both in and out of the pulpit, 


an ornament to his public character, 


Upon the whole, it is ſubmitted to the 
ſerious and candid of our ſeveral denomina- 
tions, whether we cannot all unite in extend- 
ing our beneficence to every Miniſter who 
would be included in a plan ſubject to the 
following reſtriftions, When we ſay all, we 
would not be ſuppoſed to expect an abſolute- 
ly univerſal concurrence, There 1s not that 
in the Widow's Fund, though a kind Pro- 
vidence has raiſed up ſo many and ſuch ge · 
nerous friends to that inſtitution, as to eſta- 
bliſh it on a moſt reſpectable and extenſively, 
uſeful foundation. And if, out of ten. 
thouſand of our body, four ſhould with» 
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hold their afliſtance, ſhall the other fix 
deſiſt, from an undertaking of this nature, 
becauſe they cannot have the concurrence of 
the whole? Or if, in conſequence thereof, 
inſtead of being able to affiſt an hundred Mi- 
niſters, we can only exhibit to threeſcore, 
ſhall we do nothing for them becauſe we can» 
not include all ? But there is every reaſon to 
hope it would not want ſupport, if founded 
and conducted in the true ſpirit of the goſpel, 


It is humbly apprehended that the following 
reſtrictions in the plan would ſecure its benefits 
to thoſe to whom alone they could with pro- 
priety be extended. 

If, e. g. 

It admits none who are not, bond fide, 
Diſſenters from the Church of England, 
partly becauſe ſuch only are included in the 
very name and firſt principles of an inſtitu- 
tion of this fort; and partly becauſe the 
national eſtabliſhment provides for its own 


Miniſters as long as they live. 


627) 


All notoriouſly ignorant or immoral, though 


profeſſed Diſſenters, are excluded; as being 
unworthy the name, as well as the office, of 
Chriſtian Miniſters, and conſequently of all 


encouragement under that character. 


That it be extended only to thoſe who have 
been ſettled as Paſtors in diſſenting con- 
gregations; becauſe it is apprehended that 
ſatisfactory teſtimonials cannot be procured 
either of the abilities or moral characters of 


others. 


Perſons employed in any trades or employ- 
ments of a worldly nature, ſeem improper 
objects, as it may be ſuppoſed that by their 
bufineſs they have made better proviſion for 
their families than Miniſters ſolely dependent 
on the contributions of their people; and 
ſuch, when unfit for the public duties of the 


miniſtry, may not be deprived of all means of 
ſubfiſtence, 


E 2 
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That no captious people may be induced 
haſtily to difmiſs their Miniſter on a pre- 
ſumption of being able to procure him an ex- 
hibition from this fund, they ſhould know, 
that no application from themſelves alohe 
will ſecure it; but the Miniſter muſt be the 
firſt to petition for it, and his caſe be proper- 
ly atteſted by other Miniſters known to be of 
reſpectable characters. | 


Leſt any Miniſter, on the other hand, 
ſhould be tempted to ſolicit the charity when 
neither the ſtate of his health, nor that of his 
worldly circumſtances, require it ; the parti- 
culars of his caſe ſhall be certified both by 
his own people, and by ſuch of his brethren 


in the miniſtry as are known and approved by 


the managers, 


Apprehenſive that ſome worthy Mini- 
ers, after having been many years in the 


ſervice, ſinking under a gradual decay, may 


( 29 ) 
not, nevertheleſs, think themſelves,. nor be 
thought by their people, totally unfit for a 
part ofthe ſervice, though they cannot then, 
as formerly, go through the whole; both in 
' tenderneſs to ſuch, and for the ſatisfaction of 
their people, it may be thought expedient to 
grant ſuch Miniſters exhibitions from this 
fund, to enable them to procure aſſiſtance in 


their work, either ſtated or occaſional, 


Though it is hoped that the donations and 
ſubſcriptions of the benevolent will enable 
the managers of this fund to grant exhibitions 
trom 1t much more than in proportion to any 
thing which the circumſtances of many Mi- 
niſters will enable them to do towards its 
ſupport ; yet, for divers reaſons, it is thought 
expedient, that every Miniſter ſhall contribute 
more or leſs to the fund, before he be allow- 


ed to receive any exhibition from it. 


* 


And for as much as it is apprehended that 


ſome Miniſters, in lefs indigerttcircumſtances, 
a | 


* 4 
— 


= - % 7 2 
— — — Sr 
1 1 < = — - _ — 
— 2A. x ; — 
— — r 
r — © — 


_ — 


h 
14 


—ů ans 
* — 
en. 24 r 
8 2 5 2 - - _ = 
A + 


— 
"OY WR 
ME i "3 3 — — 
4 — —— . —4 =x 
2 8 _— - Wer h — 


39 
may be inclined either to advance ſuch ſums 


at once, or to ſubſeribe ſo much annually to 


the fund as ſhall entitle them to comfortable 


annuities for life; it is propoſed that ſegurity 
be given by the managers“ for granting an- 
nuities to ſuch Miniſters, in proportion to their 
reſpective ſubſcriptions, agreeable to the cal- 


culations on which ſuch annuities are uſually 


ſettled. 


Other hints have occured; but they are 
ſuppreſſed here, that this firſt eſſay upon the 
ſubject may not be ſwelled to a fize that ſhould 


diſcourage its circulation, I ſhall now only 
recite 


* To ſecure this and all the other important ends of 
the inſtitution, it will certainly be thought expedient to 
commit the management of it to a ſufficient number of 
Miniſters and Lay Gentlemen of the moſt reſpectable cha- 
racters, and of all the three denominations 3 in whom, as 
united in one common cauſe, the whole body may chear- 
fully confide for an impartial direction of its various in- 
tereſts, according to regulations agreed upon by the Society 


at their annual meetings. 


— 


11 


recite, in as few words as poſſible, ſome of 


the important ends propoſed in the inſtitution 


recommended, 


It is more immediately intended to afford 
ſeaſonable aſſiſtance to Miniſters of wor- 


thy characters in compaſſionable circum- 


ſtances. 


Such Miniſters and their families would 
hereby, in ſome meaſure, be relieved from 
painful burdens already felt, and diſcourag- 
ing apprehenſions for the future, under which 
many of them are labouring for want of ſuch 


aid, to a degree truly compaſſionable. 


It is alſo wiſhed, that by theſe means 
their laſt days and ſervices may be ren- 
dered not only more comfortable to them- 


ſclves but likewiſe more uſeful to others, 
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That their appearance at that period may 
do honour: to the reſpectable body of which 


they have been long worthy and uſeful mem- | 


bers and miniſters. 

9 o : af: 75 
And, in fine, that their ſeveral congrega- 

tions, and the intereſt of religion in them, may 

be honourably ſupported, and the Cauſe aud 

Kingdom of Chriſt more effectually and ex- 

tenſively adyanceſ .. ; * 


ä IF 18. 


— — —— — —— — 
* — 


